Neuropsychological sequelae of methyl bromide: a case study.
Methyl bromide (MB) is a pesticide used primarily as a fumigating agent for homes, storage vehicles and soil. Chronic exposure to MB is known to cause damage to the central nervous system and other organs. Previously published post-mortem studies have also revealed significant brain abnormalities in patients whose deaths were attributed to MB. Only one study to date has examined the neuropsychological effects of this potential neurotoxin. The present case report documents the events surrounding an incident of acute and subacute MB exposure following home fumigation and the neuropsychological after-effects associated with that exposure. Behavioural and cognitive correlates of CNS dysfunction revealed by the neuropsychological testing included impairments in concentration, information processing, learning and memory. Emotional sequelae appeared to be a secondary problem associated with fears over physical well-being and impaired cognition. The cognitive symptomatology did not abate after completion of litigation and award of compensation.